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the sacred tie that binds them to God, and their
succor against the powers of Hell.

Beyond a doubt, these are reasonable fears,— diffi-
culties capable of arresting our minds, obstacles in-
surmountable to our weakness, and misfortunes that
seem inevitable,—if France does not make [151]
extraordinary efforts to overthrow this enemy, who
with one and the same blow destroys these Nations
and the Faith that we preach to them. To tell the
truth, so many misfortunes that have followed one
another, and so powerful opposition to the designs
that bring us here, would have caused us to lose cour-
age, did we not raise our eyes higher, and if our
confidence were notupheld by Heaven. But when
we think that these are the affairs of God more than
ours; that the Faith has not been founded anywhere
in the World except in the midst of tempests; that
God has always been pleased to manifest his power
where there is least of human strength; that his arm
is not shortened; when we think that the Blood of
JEsus CHRIST has been shed no less for these
nations than for the remainder of the earth, and that
the fruits of his love are not exhausted for those who
have already acknowledged him as their Savior; that
he must be adored by all the peoples of the earth,
and be praised by as many tongues as there are in
the Universe; when we see Nations surrounding us
on all sides and almost an entire world where his
holy Name has never been adored, [152] and where
nevertheless it must be that the Gospel shall have
penetrated before the end of the ages, since God has
pledged his word to it; when we see with our own
eyes what he has already begun there, and that he
alone has worked there more than we have,—that



